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release fromjail. He was given the honorary commission of Major by the State of New York on
1 November 1867 for “gallant and meritorious services in the late war”.

In November 1865 a letter in the Fenian Papers described him as “late of the Herald”. In 1866
John O’Mahony founded a Fenian paper calied The Irish People, the title of the Dublin Fenian
paper suppressed in 1865. Conyngham was the registered proprietor, and it lasted over a year.

He was, as his last book shows, a strong supporter of O Mahony, and bitterly opposed to
James Stephens as Fenian Leader. In this he was at one with Kickham and many other leading
Fenians. The Fenian movement in the United States was constantly in turmoil and riddled with
dissension. There appears to be no evidence that Conyngham was himself a sworn Fenian, but
he was a close associate of many leading Fenians of his time.

In 1868 he founded another paper, The Staten Island Leader, with P.H. Gill. After this he
joined the Sunday Democrat as part owner. While he was with this paper he was approached
by some Chicago members of the American Democratic party, who hoped to start a paper
which would be both pro-Democrat and pro-Fenian.

Conyngham travelled to Chicago with Stephen J. Meany to discuss this project. It came to
nothing then, but eventually got off the ground two years later, by which time he was otherwise
engaged. Stephen J. Meany was an old ’48 man, a Fenian, and a well-known writer and poet.

Conyngham s next found holding an executive post with the U.S. Post Office. Again he left, to
return to Ireland, this time for a prolonged visit. He may have intended to stay in Ireland on this
occasion. It was probably on this occasion that he built the house in Crohane which he called
Glen Cottage after his first and most famous novel. Eventually he returned to New York.

His next post was managing editor of the Tablet, a paper owned by the Sadlier family, a strongly
Irish Nationalist paper. James Sadlier’s wife, Mary, a native of Cavan, was the author of many
historical novels. The paper had been at one time the semi-official organ of the New York
Archdiocese and anti-Fenian, but by now Church opposition to Fenianism was waning.
Conyngham’s views were always strongly Catholic. Later he became, with General Michael
Kerwin, proprietor of the Tablet. Kerwin was also a prominent Fenian, and had been Fenian
Secretary for War at the time of the 1870 Fenian invasion of Canada.

Conyngham wrote three more novels around this time. They were: Sarsfield, published in
1871; O’Mahony, Chief of the Comeraghs, 1879, and Rose Parnell, the Flower of Avondale,
1883.

“O’Mahony” is a story of strong Tipperary interest. It deals with Tipperary in 1798, includes
“the flogging sheriff” Judkin Fitzgerald, and the death of Father Sheehy. As he admitted in the
preface, this was a deliberate anachronism. He also made Fr. Sheehy a Carmelite. The story
seems to include much that he had heard in tradition in his early years, and is strongly both
Catholic and patriotic.

Other books from his pen were Lives of the Irish Saints and Lives of the Irish Martyrs. These
may have been re-issued as one volume later. They gained him an honorary degree of Doctor
of Laws from Notre Dame University, and a special letter of commendation from the Pope.
Both books were based on mainly published material which he used with good judgement.
They have, as usual, a Tipperary flavour.

Father Sheehy’s story is told in detail, as is that of Dermot O’Hurley, the martyred Archbishop
of Cashel, and other Tipperary martyrs. He also included the little-known story of Fr. Maurice
Kinrehan, the parish priest of Mullinahone, who was martyred in Elizabethan times near the
village of Ballypatrick.

Conyngham was also co-author, with a Fr. Thomas Walsh, of an Ecclesiastical History of
Ireland.
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Ireland, Past and Present was his last book. It was his personal view of Irish history, and is
particularly interesting when he writes of his own times, even though, with his usual modesty,
he says nothing of his own part.

Some time after 1876 he paid his last visit home. This was the occasion when he had a
tombstone erected over his parents and deceased members of his family in Lismolin. This
stoneis now fallen and broken, and when I last visited there it was invisible in the undergrowth.
It reads:

“Erected by Major David Power Cunningham LLD, alias Conyngham, of New
York, U.S.A., in memory of his father Mr. John Cunningham of Crohane who died
July 8th 1856 aged 50 years, and his sister Ellen who died 9th December 1856 aged
26 years. Anastasia, wife of Mr. John Walsh of Kilkenny who died January 31st
1870, and Kate, wife of Mr. R.R. Rice, Kilkenny who died March 3rd 1876 aged 31
years.

Also in memory of his brother, Col. Wm. P. Cunningham, Barrister, who died in
Houston Texas February 18th 1867 aged 40, and the Rev. Maurice Cunningham
who died in New York, U.S.A. October 9th 1874 aged 30”.

David himself died of pneumonia in New York on 1 April 1883, at his residence, 7 Vandam
Street. He had been ill for only a few days. He was buried in Calvary Cemetery in the same
grave as his brother, Fr. Maurice Cunningham.

His sister was also in New York at the time of his death. She married Michael Kerwick; they
later returned to Ireland. His brother Thomas of Crohane had married a Miss Hickey of
Derricknew, Killenaule. She was aunt of Laurence Hickey, the Thurles publican who was
murdered in 1920 by the Black and Tans.

David Power Conyngham was the author of at least ten books in all. Allare now scarce; some
are unobtainable. Yet they were still in print in America for many years after his death, and
many American public libraries have copies of the best known. His Irish Brigade and its
Campaigns has been reprinted many times — indeed, three times in the last ten years — and is
a very valuable historical source book. His fiction, in a style which strongly resembles that of
his cousin, Kickham, is still very readable.

Colonel William Cunningham, David’s brother, returned after the Civil War to a defeated and
depressed Houston, but did not resume the practice of law. Instead he became a teacher until
his death in February 1867. His widow Sarah continued to teach in Houston after his death,

until at least 1881. By 1884 she had disappeared from the records there, having possibly moved
elsewhere.

Much of Conyngham’s work appeared in the form of articles, essays, stories and verses in
many papers, mainly in the United States. Many were unsigned; many are now lost. A
complete list of his books, as far as can be traced,follows.

NOVELS
The O’Donnells of Glen Cottage
Sarsfield, or the Last Great Struggle for Ireland.
O Mahony, Chief of the Comeraghs.
Rose Parnell, the Flower of Avondale

CIVIL WAR BOOKS
The Irish Brigade and its Campaigns
Sherman’s March through the South.
The Sisters of Charity on Southern Battlefields.
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IRISH HISTORY
Lives of the Irish Saints
Lives of the Irish Martyrs.
Ireland Past and Present.
An Ecclesiastical History of Ireland (with Rev. T. Walsh).
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